
 

WHY IS THIS  
IMPORTANT? 
The use of tobacco products and 
exposure to second-hand smoke 
combined represent the number 
one cause of preventable deaths in 
the United States. Smoking harms 
nearly every organ of the body, 
causing many diseases and 
affecting the health of smokers in 
general. Each day, more than 
2,500 kids in the United States try 
their first cigarette and another 
580 additional youth become new 
regular, daily smokers.  
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Nearly half 
of high school 

students in  

St. Mary’s live 

with someone 

who smokes 

42% 
of students had 

tried electronic 

vapor products 

13% 
bought their own 

cigarettes at a 

store or gas station 
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ST. MARY’S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

LEARN MORE @ SMCHD.ORG/DATA 

 

 


